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Nebraska Infection 
Control Network 

Dr. Anna Fisher

Survey Response

and Readiness

 Explore the CMS infection prevention and 

control program regulatory requirements

 Identify the top infection control issues 

causing infection control tags to trigger

 Refer to resources and tools that support a 

robust infection prevention and control 

program
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Infection Control F Tags

CMS Updated List of F Tags, 

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/revision-history-ltc-survey-

process-documents-and-files-8/29/2024.pdf

Expands required elements of  center’s Infection 
Prevention & Control Program (IPCP)

IPCP must include Antibiotic Stewardship Program

Conduct annual review of  center’s IPCP and update 
program as necessary

Infection Preventionist (IP) must meet specific 
qualification requirements

IP must be member of  QAA committee and report on 
IPCP on a regular basis
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Tag # Tag Description # Citations % Providers Cited % Surveys Cited

F884 Reporting – National Health Safety 
Network

64 12.4% 34.6%

F880 Infection Prevention & Control 21 11.3% 53.8%

F812 Food Procurement, 
Store/Prepare/Serve Sanitary

19 10.2% 48.7%

F584 Safe/Clean/Comfortable/Homelike 
Environment

6 3.2% 15.4%

F684 Quality of Care 5 2.7% 12.8%

F686 Treatment/Svcs to Prevent/Heal 
Pressure Ulcer

4 2.2% 10.3%

F695 Respiratory/Tracheostomy Care and 
Suctioning

3 1.6% 7.7%

F882 Infection Preventionist 
Qualifications/Role

2 1.1% 5.1%

F881 Antibiotic Stewardship Program 1 0.5% 2.6%

F690 Bowel/Bladder Incontinence, 
Catheter, UTI

1 0.5% 2.6%

F887 COVID-19 Immunization 1 0.5% 2.6%

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (n.d.). Citation Frequency Report. Quality, Certification, & Oversight 
Reports. Retrieved February 20, 2024, from https://qcor.cms.gov/report241.jsp?which=0&report=report241.jsp

Tag # Tag Description # Citations % Providers Cited % Surveys Cited

F812 Food Procurement, 
Store/Prepare/Serve Sanitary

1,050 7.0% 44.9%

F880 Infection Prevention & Control 982 6.6% 41.9%

F684 Quality of Care 527 3.5% 22.5%

F695 Respiratory/Tracheostomy Care and 
Suctioning

486 3.3% 20.8%

F584 Safe/Clean/Comfortable/Homelike 
Environment

404 2.7% 17.3%

F686 Treatment/Svcs to Prevent/Heal 
Pressure Ulcer

340 2.3% 14.5%

F690 Bowel/Bladder Incontinence, 
Catheter, UTI

298 2.0% 12.7%

F883 Influenza and Pneumococcal 
Immunizations

193 1.3% 8.2%

F882 Infection Preventionist 
Qualifications/Role

51 0.3% 2.2%

F887 COVID-19 Immunization 45 0.3% 1.9%

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (n.d.). Citation Frequency Report. Quality, Certification, & Oversight 
Reports. Retrieved February 20, 2024, from https://qcor.cms.gov/report241.jsp?which=0&report=report241.jsp
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Identified 181 deficiencies with infection 

control requirements or guidance related to:

 IPCPs and antibiotic stewardship programs

 Infection preventionists

 Influenza and pneumococcal immunizations

 COVID-19 immunizations

 COVID-19 testing

 COVID-19 case notifications

 COVID-19 reporting

OIG Colorado Report. (February 2024). 

https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/all/2024/Colorado

Infection Prevention & Control 
Program

Source: SOM - Appendix PP (cms.gov)
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/guidanceforlawsandregulations/downloads/appendix-pp-state-operations-manual.pdf
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 Policies and Procedures - Are they being followed? Are staff  

aware of  the policy? Do they have easy access to policies?

 Contact Precautions - Use contact precautions for persons 

with known or suspected infections that represent an 

increased risk for contact transmission

 Standard Precautions - hand hygiene, PPE, respiratory 

etiquette, cleaning & disinfection 

 Transmission-Based Precautions - Indications, PPE upon 

entry & exit

 Linens - Review organizational practices related to linen 

handing, storage, process & transport to ensure they are 

consistent with preventing spread of  infection

 Training - Provide training to all staff  in accordance with the 

facility’s IPCP

Source: Health Quality Innovation Network
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F881 – Antibiotic Stewardship Program

Source: SOM - Appendix PP (cms.gov)

F882 – Infection Preventionist Qualifications / Role
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/guidanceforlawsandregulations/downloads/appendix-pp-state-operations-manual.pdf
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F883
Influenza & 

Pneumococcal 

Vaccinations

Compliance requires facilities to continue to report COVID-19 data through 
NHSN’s LTCF COVID-19 Module, and reporting vaccination data for residents and 
staff  and the use of therapeutics for residents.

CMS will continue to receive the CDC NHSN reported data and review for timely 
and complete reporting of all data elements.

Facilities identified as not meeting the all reporting requirements under the 
provisions at §483.80(g)(1), including the new vaccination reporting requirements, 
will receive a deficiency citation at F884 on the CMS 2567, Statement of  
Deficiencies, at a scope and severity level of  F (no actual harm with a potential for 
more than minimal harm that is not an Immediate Jeopardy [IJ] and that is 
widespread).

Failure to report the required elements to NHSN (including the new vaccination 
reporting requirements) will result in a single deficiency at F884 for that reporting 
week.

In accordance with §488.447, a determination that a facility has failed to comply 
with the requirements to report weekly to the CDC pursuant to §483.80(g)(1)-(2) 
(tag F884) will result in a civil money penalty (CMP) imposition.

Source: SOM - Appendix PP (cms.gov)
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/guidanceforlawsandregulations/downloads/appendix-pp-state-operations-manual.pdf
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 The review for F885 has been added to the COVID-19 

Focused Survey Protocol

◦ Surveyors will be looking to identify the mechanism(s) 

that the facility is using to inform 

residents/reps/families about required COVID-19 data

 This regulation requires that facilities communicate with 

residents, representatives, and family members 

regarding COVID-19 in their buildings

 CMS notes that facilities must make reasonable efforts to 

provide this information to these interested parties, but it 

is not necessary that individual phone calls are made to 

each family to inform them that a resident in the facility 

has laboratory-confirmed COVID-19

Source: SOM - Appendix PP (cms.gov)

COVID-19 Focused 

Infection Control 

(FIC) Survey 

Protocol 
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/guidanceforlawsandregulations/downloads/appendix-pp-state-operations-manual.pdf
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 To protect LTC residents from COVID-19, each facility 

must develop and implement policies and procedures 

that meet each resident’s, resident representative’s, and 

staff  member’s information needs and provides vaccines 

to all residents and staff  that elect them

 All residents and / or resident representatives and staff  

must be educated on the COVID-19 vaccine they are 

offered, in a manner they can understand, and receive 

the FDA COVID-19 EUA Fact Sheet before being offered 

the vaccine.

 Education must cover the benefits and potential side 

effects of  the vaccine and should include common 
reactions, such as aches or fever, and rare reactions 

such as anaphylaxis

Source: SOM - Appendix PP (cms.gov)

F887 - COVID-19 Immunization

Source: https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso20-12-suspension-survey-activities-2pdf.pdf
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/guidanceforlawsandregulations/downloads/appendix-pp-state-operations-manual.pdf
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Implementation – Key Takeaways

 Audits / rounding tools - Use as education 

and/or survey preparation

 Policies need to match practice - How often 

are you reviewing?

 Data analysis – Identify your specific trends, 

issues, areas of  opportunity

 PIP - Focus on improvement areas (e.g., hand 

hygiene project)

 Monitoring improvement - Measure of  success, 

is it sustainable?
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Sample 

PIP 

Template

Source: Performance Improvement Project (PIP) Inventory (cms.gov)

 Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality AHRQ Toolkits, Determine Whether 

It Is Necessary to Treat a Potential Infection With Antibiotics: 

https://www.ahrq.gov/nhguide/toolkits.html 

 CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) Fact Sheets for 

Recipients and Caregivers: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/eua/index

 CDC Infection Prevention Resources for Long-term Care:  

http://www.cdc.gov/longtermcare   

 CDC/HICPAC Guidelines and recommendations:  

http://www.cdc.gov/HAI/prevent/prevent_pubs.html

 CDC released a wound care tool for ICAR visits

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/icar/IPC-mod8-wound-care-508.pdf

 CMS State Operations Manual, Appendix PP, SOM - Appendix PP (cms.gov) 

 ICAP Long-Term Care: https://icap.nebraskamed.com/facilities/long-term-care/

 Nebraska ASAP website:

https://asap.nebraskamed.com/long-term-care/tools-templates-long-term-care/

 OIG Colorado Report: https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/all/2024/colorado
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https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/QAPI/Downloads/PIPInventorydebedits.pdf
https://www.ahrq.gov/nhguide/toolkits.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/eua/index
http://www.cdc.gov/longtermcare
http://www.cdc.gov/HAI/prevent/prevent_pubs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/icar/IPC-mod8-wound-care-508.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/guidanceforlawsandregulations/downloads/appendix-pp-state-operations-manual.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/facilities/long-term-care/
https://asap.nebraskamed.com/long-term-care/tools-templates-long-term-care/
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/all/2024/colorado
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